Newbourne Parish Council Minutes August 2025

Public Time 
Kevin Foster raised the issue of blocked drains in Newbourne, specifically down the road past the Fox pub (the Street). The blocked drains and increase in rain have led to flooding. Kevin has attempted to clean some of the drains out himself but would like someone to come out and do them properly. All agreed that flooding is a real issue, and we need to speak to Suffolk County Council about clearing out the drains and potentially increasing the curb down the Street. The clerk has reported via the Highways reporting tool and will contact Suffolk County Council. If no response/movement then we could evidence it using the media. 
Thanks to Matt Moore for donating the stones for the playground. 
Michael and Pat Frost to spray around the Village Hall.

1. To RECEIVE apologies – Apologies received from Cllr Lusher, and the Clerk (Laura Naunton).
2. To RECEIVE reports – Cllr Reeves & Cllr Ninnmey were both in attendance. Local government has proposed a 3 Unitary model to replace our current districts. There will be a consultation with KPMG before a final decision is made. If this model is accepted, then Newbourne will form part of Greater Ipswich which will be dominated by Ipswich itself. We will only have 1 councillor to represent the whole area. Cllr Reeves & Cllr Ninnmey believe that this proposal will most likely get rejected and we will end up with one large district – One Suffolk. There will be a mayoral election in 2026 but we will be electing a mayor to cover all of Suffolk and Norfolk.
Cllr Ninnmey read a report on Temporary Housing, we currently have no temporary housing in our area. People who need temporary housing are sent further afield to Colchester, Norwich etc. however this is moving them away from their homes and support networks. Suffolk Coastal Council is trying to acquire properties for temporary housing. In 22/23, £918K was spent on temporary housing, and in 24/25, £1,185,000 was spent. 
3. To RECEIVE Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest – None received.
4. To APPROVE minutes from 12/7/25 – Correction on Cllr Wheelers first name. No one else had read yet, will approve in September with August minutes.  
5. To DISCUSS planning applications – 
DC/25/2696/FUL – All comfortable with extension. 
6. To RECEIVE update on Green Infrastructure/Springs - the Green Cluster of Parishes are still working on their Biodiversity plan. Other parishes are coming to Hemley on Friday 8th August at 9:30 for a walk around the local area. All are welcome. Cllr Gaussen will provide a report on how it went. 
7. To RECEIVE update on Roads – the clerk (Laura) has Highways and requested a timeline of when improvements will be made to the Brightwell roundabout. Proposed that we speak to local journalists – use Lauras contact.  
8. To RECEIVE update on Quiz – all confirmed for 11th October. The clerk (Julz) to start advertising this week. 
9. To SIGN cheques 
100550 – Julia Cooper - £196.95 – New post-box and laptop for Clerk. 
Chairman Garfath-Cox has got a quote from Treescape Ltd  to cut the hedge outside village hall right down - £425 (without VAT). Cllr Gaussen queried if we are obligated to get more than one quote and pick the best option. Julz to confirm what are obligations are. 
10. To RECEIVE Clerks Correspondence – Cllr Gaussen emailed clerks about the wooden steps up to the field past the electricity substation. It is rotting away in places and is a hazard/danger to anyone using the steps. Julz has reported this on the Highways Reporting tool and will contact Suffolk County Council. If no movement, might be worth getting a quote to get them fixed ourselves.  
11. To RECEIVE other business – before the change to either a 3 Unitary model or One Suffolk, there is money that can be used on improvements etc to local villages. Once the change goes through the money will be gone, so discussed potential proposals:
· Insulating roof of village hall (or quote for building a new one)
· Finish updating Playground (Cllr Wheeler suggested adding a cover of some description so can still be used if raining or extremely hot)

Meeting ended 20:36 
