 Newbourne Parish Council Minutes 3rd November 2025
Attendees
Cllrs’ Pollard, Foster, Wheeler, Gaussen, Wicks, Scott, Frost & Garfath-Cox. 
Pat Frost, Julz Cooper (Clerk) and Cllr. Reeves. 
Public Time 
Pat Frost confirmed that we raised £592.50 (minus expenses) from the Quiz in October, which has been transferred to the Parish bank account via Pat. 
Cllr. Garfath-Cox mentioned that the law has changed and we no longer require two authorised signatories to sign cheques; however we will continue to do so for added protection. However, he would like the council to consider signing cheques outside of a parish meeting if payment would become overdue if we wait until the next meeting. 
1. To RECEIVE apologies – Apologies received from Cllr. Lusher
2. To RECEIVE reports – Updates given by Cllr. Reeves: We are still awaiting decision from local government on whether there will be 1, 2 or 3 unitaries for Suffolk, the decision is due to be made in January 2026. The County Council elections might be scrapped but not confirmed yet. 
East Suffolk Council due to lose 5/7% of their grants as the area is considered ‘too rich’. However, the Pride & Places scheme is planning to give Felixstowe and Lowestoft £20mil each over the next ten years. 
There was a Licensing consultation at the end of October/beginning of November to look at reforming systems to boost nighttime economy e.g. make it easier to get licenses for extending hours etc. This could lead to issues e.g. noise complaints and the need for increased policing.  Also, Licensing objecting to be reduced to just people in the local area (currently wider). 
On 31st October, 500 homes were approved to be built on a derelict site in Lowestoft, which has been empty for a long time. The site is contaminated land so there is no requirement for affordable housing to be built. 
Currently development in Newbourne is restricted, Cllr. Reeves was interested in our opinion on this. Do we feel restricted or are we comfortable with how it is? If we added more homes, then a higher chance that the younger generation would stay in the area. Cllr. Wicks raised that if we wanted to add more homes then the roads would need to be improved. According to Cllr. Reeves we are behind on the five-year plan. Cllr’s want to review the plan and discuss this at next meeting. Clerk to add it to December’s agenda. 
3. To RECEIVE Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest – None received.
4. To APPROVE minutes from 01/10/2025 – correct inconsistent spelling of Brian/Bryan in October minutes then approved. Cllr. Foster requested an attendee list is added to the minutes moving forward. 
5. To DISCUSS planning applications – 
DC/25/3678/VOC - Variation of Condition Nos 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of DC/24/0251/ARM - (Approval of Reserved Matters of Planning Permission DC/21/1745/OUT - Erection of Detached Dwelling) – No comment from Council. 
6. To RECEIVE update on Green Infrastructure/Springs – No update this month but the next green cluster meeting is on the 12th of November.
7. To RECEIVE update on the Playground – Thank you to Moore Construction for quickly and efficiently sorting the issues identified in the Playground report. The playground is now safe to use. Cllr. Reeves mentioned there is funding available for Parishes to improve their playgrounds. Cllr. Reeves to provide details to the clerk. Cllr. Wheeler raised the concern that there appears to be an issue with the Zip wire, which should be addressed. 
8. To RECEIVE an update on Village Hall – Cllr. Garfath-Cox asked the other councillors if they wanted to know more from Brian Laxton, and if they were interested in improving the hall. Cllr. Foster raised that a detailed business plan would need to be created, and without this it is unlikely we will get any support. Potentially too big a project for the village. Instead, it might be worth future proofing the current building. We would need a survey done as the building is vulnerable. Cllr. Reeves to provide the clerk with information on Village Hall CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) money. 
Pat Frost investigated the number of bookings the village hall has had for the last 3 years – 132 bookings in 2023, 126 in 2024 and 101 in 2025 so far. 
Cllr. Pollard to look at the finances, e.g. what was the income associated with these bookings? 
The dog poo bin has fallen over at the Village Hall and needs someone to install a new post and fix the bin. 
9. To SIGN cheques 
100559 – Treescape Group Ltd – £510 – Hedge Cutting 
100560 – Moore Construction - £1,260 – Removal of condemned play equipment and landscaping at Village Hall 
100561 – Julia Cooper – £20.80 – Receipts for Stamps and 1st class postage on a letter sent to Barclays. 
10. To RECEIVE Clerks Correspondence – Cllr. Garfath-Cox signature required on Cllr. Foster’s paperwork 
11. Any other business – Cllr. Foster mentioned the City Fibre complaint; they have now returned and topsoiled and cleaned up the mess left in front of the Village Hall notice board. 
Meeting ended 20:24
