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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 2nd March 2026
In attendance: Chairman Cllr Garfath-Cox, Cllrs Gaussen, Foster, Lusher, Pollard, Scott, and Wicks, Ninnmey and Parish Clerk
Members of the public: PC Sally King and Maxine Greene
Meeting Opened: 7:30pm

Public Participation
Chairman Garfath-Cox opening the meeting with condolences for Pat Frost for the recent loss of our councillor Michael Frost. We are all saddened by his passing and it is a great loss to the council. He was a pillar of community and will be missed by all. 

Welcome to PC Sally King (from the Suffolk Constabulary) and Maxine Greene (Church Elder for the Parochial Church Council). PC Sally King works alongside PC Arlene Ell and they are part of the Community Policing Team. They are making away around all the parishes in the area to introduce themselves. PC King gave us the crime statistics for Newbourne, from January 2025 to date, there has been 4 burglaries on Jackson Road, she confirmed that one arrest has been made. Cllr Wheeler raised the issue with traffic in our area, specifically speeding and the large trucks that come through the village. There was a police chase through the village the previous week where a drug driver was arrested. Maxine Greene commented that people on Jackson Road have expressed gratitude to the Police and their efforts. PC King provided us with leaflets and cards on starting a Neighbourhood Watch programme. The police are revamping the programme and are keen to get as many parishes signed up as possible. If anyone is interested in taking responsibility for setting up a Neighbourhood Watch, there are cards with a QR code that can be used to register interest. Cllr Wicks asked PC King about the possibility of putting up cameras to support with reducing traffic/speeding in the village. PC King advised this would not be possible due to privacy laws. 

Maxine Green attended the meeting to raise a request with the Parish Council. The Church is asking for a grant from the Council to support with Churchyard maintenance. Waldringfield Parish Council recently agreed to pay for their Church’s maintenance. While there is no requirement to do so, the Waldringfield Chairman believes everyone benefits from a well-maintained churchyard and it is good for the environment. They have a local business cutting the grass (David Cope of Boundary Fencing) and he has quoted £540 per year to maintain the grass. The Church cannot afford this, but they would like to continue using him, as it is a local business. Cllr Pollard asked about the Church roof, as funds had been raised for this. Maxine explained that due to being let down by their architect, who didn’t inform them that they needed a bat license they could not go ahead with fixing the roof. Chairman Garfath-Cox confirmed we will review the request when we get agenda item 6 ‘Newbourne Church – Churchyard Maintenance Request’.

1. To RECEIVE apologies for absence 
Pat Frost sent her apologies

2. To RECEIVE reports from County and District Councillors 
Cllr Ninnmey was in attendance. There has been a new fund created for smaller parishes that are not eligible for CIL money (like Newbourne). The total amount available to parishes and towns outside Felixstowe and Lowestoft is £1.5 million, up to £50K for capital grants and up to £25K for revenue grants. Newbourne could potentially use this to pay for insulation on the village hall, or to improve the play area (though this is potentially a separate budget). 
Planning has been refused for Stratton Hall Truck Stop as there was no public benefit to build on the countryside, which could lead to coalescence between Ipswich and Trimley St Martin, contrary to the Local Plan.
Michael Marmot studies show that the health care we receive only contributes to 25% of the overall welfare of people, we ignore education, housing etc. To ensure polices that are implemented are ones that are beneficial to all, the Council wants to enact the Marmot Principle. They would be the first council in the area to implement, they are aiming to have it in place before any changes are made to the Council, currently with the Secretary of State to decide.
County Council elections will be held this year, next year they will hold elections for the Shadow Authority which will act as the unitary over the County and District Councils.
Full report in the March Supporting Documents. 

3. To RECEIVE Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
None received as no new planning applications.

4. To APPROVE minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 2nd & 16th February 2026 
All happy to adopt the minutes, once correction has been made. Cllr Foster asked if the Clerk could moving forward add in the start time of the meeting and specify that Cllr Garfath-Cox is the Chairman. 

ACTION – Clerk to add Cllr Wicks name to attendees on 2nd Feb & write up March minutes in a new template with additional requests. Cllrs to provide feedback.


5. To CONSIDER planning applications 
No new applications to consider

6. To CONSIDER request from Newbourne Church for support with Churchyard maintenance
The council considered the request from Newbourne Church. Cllr Gaussen asked if the Council has the funds to help. Chairman Garfath-Cox explained that Newbourne Parish has one of the thinnest budgets, a lot smaller than Waldringfield, and there is a risk we would give money away that we would later need. Similarly, the Council doesn’t currently pay for the maintenance of the Village Green as Steadings are kindly doing this for free. Cllr Wheeler asked if the PCC (Parochial Church Council) had asked anyone else for the money, Maxine Greene confirmed they had not and the Council was their first stop due to Waldringfield Parish Council paying for their churchyard maintenance. It was suggested that the PCC could ask Steadings themselves, ask members of the village for help or get in contact with the Probation Services to see if they could use individuals completing community service to help. Maxine Greene responded that the PCC has limited as it is, as it is all volunteers. It would take time people don’t have to research into other options. The Diocese of Suffolk is poor and there is a chance they would have to sell the church. 
The request was declined but the Parish Clerk agreed to contact PC Sally King about probation services and Cllr Pollard offered to speak to Joe at Steadings on behalf of the PCC. 

ACTION – Cllr Pollard to speak to Joe at Steadings, and Clerk to contact PC Sally King about probation services.

7. To RECEIVE update on Green Infrastructure/Springs 
Cllr Gaussen confirmed they are still working on the leaflet and is due to meet his Bio-diversity colleagues this coming Thursday (5/3/26). 
Cllr Gaussen has spent some time protecting some of the newer trees on the Village green from wildlife. Tom Holland has now planted some young Oaks down by the boundary. 
Cllr Ninnmey added that he had planned to contribute some money from his budget to the Bio-diversity project but unfortunately due to the King Charles path at Waldringfield had falling into the river, he had to use his funds for that. With the new budget in April, Cllr Ninnmey plans to contribute to the Bio-diversity project. 


8. To DISCUSS Village Hall/Playground 
Chairman Garfath-Cox confirmed that we recently had a visit from Playdale to fix the broken equipment on the playground. Two further issues were identified, a part for the slide needs replacing as well as a spring for the Zipwire, We are waiting to receive a quote from Playdale to get this fixed. Chairman Garfath-Cox has suggested that we approach District Council for support, as we have had significant reduction in play equipment, and there could be a grant. All Cllrs agreed that we want to go for a grant and Chairman Garfath-Cox will look into this with the support of the Parish clerk.
Cllr Foster has purchased the bits needed to fix the dog waste bin at the Village Hall, and plans to relocate it next to the normal bin. All in agreement. Cllrs Foster and Gaussen plan to sort this week and will also black out the incorrect mobile number on the other signs around the Village Hall. 

a. To VOTE on putting up signs around the Village Hall Green
All Cllrs agreed to put up signs around the Village green to encourage people to keep their dogs under control. Cllr Gaussen researched, and we cannot say ‘all dogs on leads’, but we can say ‘Dogs to be kept under close control’ or ‘Newbourne welcomes careful dog owners’. 
Cllr Pollard to speak to her husband about creating the signs for us.

b. To APPROVE donation for Tom Holland’s Tree Planting Project 
Cllr Gaussen proposed we donate to the Tree Planting project as we have benefited from it. All agreed to donate £30.

ACTION – Clerk to organise Donation

9. To DISCUSS Village Infrastructure
Cllr Foster read the response from CityFibre on the Snagging report we submitted and all are pleased with the outcome.
Please see the supporting documents for full response 

Cllr Foster will now focus on the Road report for Highways, Cllr Gaussen will support. They have already begun gathering evidence, and will share the first draft of the report with the rest of the Council once completed.

10. To REVIEW Finances – Bank Statements & Invoices 
The lose of Cllr Frost means we require more signatories, Cllrs Gaussen, Foster and Wheeler all agreed to be added. 

ACTION – Clerk to add relevant Cllrs to Barclays Mandate

a. To SIGN Cheques
100572 – Clerk Wages - £634.85
100573 – Treescape Group Ltd - £460.80


11. To DISCUSS Clerks Correspondence 
Clerk confirmed to Cllrs that she would organise flowers for Pat Frost from the council. 
Chairman Garfath-Cox congratulated the Clerk on passing her International Advanced Certificate in Governance, Risk & Compliance. 

12. Matters for Inclusion in future Agendas 
None raised 


Meeting Closed: 8:58pm
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