 Newbourne Parish Council Minutes 1st December 2025
Attendees
Cllrs’ Pollard, Lusher, Foster, Wheeler, Gaussen, Wicks, Scott, Frost & Garfath-Cox. 
Pat Frost, Julz Cooper (Clerk) and Cllr. Reeves. 
Public Time 
No comments from the public
1. To RECEIVE apologies – No apologies received
2. To RECEIVE reports – Updates given by Cllr. Reeves: the government consultation on local government runs to the 11th January 26, district council has voted for 3 unitary and county council for 1 unitary. Based on results in Surrey & Hampshire, where they have gone for bigger authorities, 3 may even be considered too small. To increase housing by 2029, local councils will no longer be able to refuse planning permission for housing estates with more than 150 homes. 
Full report in the December supporting documents.
3. To RECEIVE Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest – None received.
4. To APPROVE minutes from 03/11/2025 – Corrections to be made; change units to unitary, re-word section 8 comments around business plan. 
5. To DISCUSS planning applications – 
DC/25/4542/DRC - Discharge of Condition No.15 of DC/25/2278/VOC - Variation of Conditions 2, 7, 9 and 12 of DC/23/4741/FUL - Construction of a two-storey residential dwelling, garage/store, creation of a new highways access and associated landscaping. - Change to bulk, scale and appearance of the proposals, and to include details of means to prevent the discharge of surface water from the development onto the highway, cycle storage and lighting design strategy for biodiversity. - External Material Schedule (Rev B).
Cllr. Wheeler raised a specific soak away is required to avoid flooding the highways. There seems to be a lot of landscaping which the public has commented on, the application mentions ‘associated landscaping’ but it is unclear what this means. Discussed submitting photos to the district council of the additional building as we cannot find a reference to this in the original application.
6. To RECEIVE update on Green Infrastructure/Springs – Biodiversity action plan: focus on acquiring more trees, and hedgerows for footpaths along the highway. Cllr. Gaussen attended a beneficial afternoon in Wickham Market Village Hall, where the Suffolk Wildlife Trust and the Forestry Commission. 
A tree has died in the scattered orchard, Cllr. Gaussen has ordered a pear tree and will plant.
7. To RECEIVE update on the Playground – A digger drove across the Play Area and through the hedge to one of the Village Hall’s neighbours, damage was done to a patch of grass. Pat Frost was not asked about this and confirmed she will speak to them. 
No further update on the play area, we are unlikely to get any CIL money due to the lack of development in Newbourne. However, it is still worth getting quotes.
8. To RECEIVE an update on Village Hall – No update
9. To DISCUSS Newbourne Local Plan – We are unlikely to get any more development unless we change the plan. Cllrs all happy with the way it is, and like that Newbourne is unique. 
10.  To DISCUSS Road Issues on the Street outside the Fox Inn – First discussed Cllr. Foster’s report which catalogued the issues caused by City Fibre. He requested that any other evidence is photographed and sent to himself. Cllr. Foster is aiming to bring back the report in January for approval. 
Once this has been completed, plans to look at the issues on the Street, document any issues down the whole road and create a report to send to Highways & local councils. Part of the issue is the springs under the road causing water logging which will freeze as it gets colder and become a hazard. Concerns raised about potential for sink holes. Agreed that after sorting report for CityFibre, this is the next priority.
11. To SIGN cheques 
100562 – Community Action – £66 – Invoice for Website
100563 – Julia Cooper - £635.05 – Clerk Wages (covering 1/9/25 – 30/11/25) 
100564 – Julia Cooper – £150 – Gift for previous clerk  
100565 – Laura Naunton - £72 – Re-imbursement for invoice paid from personal bank account 
100566 – Laura Naunton - £317.42 – replacing cheque 100551as it bounced back and has been cancelled
12. To RECEIVE Clerks Correspondence – None 
13. Any other business – Happy Christmas from Chairman, thank you to Lee & Mike, thank you to Pat and Sue for looking after hall, mention of Angie Carpenter, she was a key part of Newbourne, a wonderful friend and was a pleasure to know her. Wonderful things for the Church, so close to getting the roof fixed, but not there yet due to the Bat issue, missing a certificate due to bat conservation. Thank you to Keith Burroughs for the Quiz, Jo Humphries, thank you for cutting the grass at the Village Hall. Thank you to Matt Moore, for all his hard work. Thank you to Dawn Sterry for her help.
Meeting ended 20:25
